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My name is Louisa Barron. | am from the UK and | came to Japan in August 2017.1am an
English Teacher at Kofu Showa High School.

| was invited to the Multicultural Exchange Meeting by Natsuko-sensei who is my Japanese
teacher. | am very happy that | went because | love learning about Japanese culture. | had
lots of fun watching the performers and joining in. | also tried to speak Japanese which was

difficult but everyone was very nice and helpful.
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Participating in the Intercultural Exchange Workshop

Jennifer Basco Ishida

February 1st, 2018

I'm a fourth generation Japanese American from Colorado, USA. My grandfather’s
family came from Hiroshima, and my grandmother (1st generation), came from Tokyo.
This is my first time living in Japan, and I have always wanted to come here. I studied
Japanese in college, but still have so much to learn.

In November (2017), I attended the Yamanashi Japanese Volunteer association’s
yearly workshop, and saw the Kagami Mochi Daikagura performers. Actually, I have
never found juggling to be interesting, but after seeing this performance, I was amazed.
Their juggling and balance acts were so spectacular. I'm glad I was able to learn about
Daikagura art form too. Perhaps there are many foreigners who know about things like
Kabuki and Anime, but by learning about this, I feel that | gained a better understanding
of Japanese culture. Furthermore, the duo used English with their Japanese, which
helped everyone to better understand the performance.

After that, we did a Japanese sentence activity, which I thought was fun. [ used to
do something similar when I was in college with students who wanted to learn Japanese.
This time, we all worked together to make interesting (and funny) sentences... I believe
that laughter and creativity are the most effective ways to learn. Textbooks are important
for learning, but practical use and conversation are so important as well. This

once-a-year workshop certainly improved my knowledge, as well as the other students’.
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