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How do I read this kanji (4§58 ?

I first began taking Japanese language classes at the Volunteer center

five years ago. At that time, I had already lived in Kofu for four years but
I did not have confidence in my Japanese ability. I began attending classes
taught by Nagasaka sensei every Thursday evening. I was aiming to take the
N2 level of the Japanese language proficiency exam.

I often listened to Nagasaka sensei’s advice. I was told that I must study
kanji, grammar, and vocabulary if I wanted to pass the exam. I wondered
how long it would take me to study and improve enough to pass. I was told by
Nagasaka sensei that it would take about a year. = Exactly four years later,
I was finally able to pass the N2 level, barely. Her powers of prediction were
weak. But, she was very patient.

No matter how many times I mistakenly read a kanji, she very kindly
corrected me. No matter how many times I failed that exam she encouraged

me.

I am still taking a class once a week. I have not decided yet if I will try the
N1 exam. I really do not want to ask how much study time it might take to go
from N2 to N1. Thank you for all of your hard work Nagasaka sensei!



